| EDITOR’S NOTE |

DISCOVERY
MATTERS!
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(1] hy is it like this? Why
is it not like this?
Why ..?" I'm sure

many parents and educators find
this a familiar refrain among young
children. While these questions
can sometimes verge on being
exasperating, it is vital that we do
not discourage our children from
expressing their curiosity as this is

how they discover the world around
them. They learn by interacting with

different people, and by observing
different things and events
happening in their day-to-day lives.
Research tells us that curiosity
stimulates learning, motivation
and memory, among others.

Sparking the curiosity of
young children can take place
anytime, anywhere. For instance,
shining a torch in the room can
give many hours of wonder and
fun, as children learn about light
and shadows. A trip to the hawker
centre helps children discover our
rich food heritage, while a walk in
the community garden opens

their eyes to the world of plants
and insects. Such explorations
enable children to learn about
the world around them, including
our history and culture.

Despite the COVID-19
situation, I'm glad that we saw
more than 71,000 children
from over 1,050 preschools
participating in the 'Start Small
Dream Big' movement this year.
With the theme 'Stay Connected,
Make A Difference’, the seventh
edition of the movement inspires
children to find creative ways to
maintain social connections with
the community while doing good.
These connections strengthen
the social fabric of Singapore and
cultivate our children'’s discovery
of the community around them.

Our early childhood educators
play a key role in shaping our
children's development. During
the pandemic, despite many
challenges, our educators
continue to keep our children
curious and learning through
their ingenuity, perseverance
and hard work.

As motivational writer
William Arthur Ward aptly put
it, "Curiosity is the wick in the
candle of learning." I'd like to
take this opportunity to thank our
educators for their dedication
and wish them a happy Teachers'
Day! And a happy Teachers' Day
too, to all parents, our children's
first teachers.

MS JAMIE ANG

Chief Executive Officer
Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA)

|ICONTENTS |

FOCUS

02 Age Of Discovery
Why children should explore and learn
more about the world around them

MY TEACHER, MY SCHOOL

07 Through The Language Lens
How mother tongue languages help
children connect to their roots

08 To Teachers, With Love
Parents convey their heartfelt
appreciation to teachers

10 In Good Sense
Designing discovery-tinged
sensory play for the young

11 Curiosity Thrills
Tapping into children's instinct
to ask questions

EC LANDSCAPE

12 The Power Of Connections
Create a culture of care and inclusivity
through digital technology

00
Early Childhood
Development Agency
EDITORIAL PANEL
Angela Anthony
Jennifer Law
Beanstalk is a quarterly publication by the
Early Childhood Development Agency
and is published by Mediacorp Pte Ltd
Copyright is held by the publishers.
All rights reserved. Reproduction in
whole or in part is prohibited.

Printed by KHL Printing Co Pte Ltd

b

INNOVATION & RESEARCH

14 How Does Your Garden Grow?
Getting closer to nature expands
learning horizons

15 Happy Wonderers
Purpose-built centres trigger children’s
observation and curiosity

ASK THE EXPERTS

16 Q&A
How to create a conducive setting
for enjoyable and meaningful play

THRIVE

18 Discovery Channel
Museums are avenues for
children to learn about history,
values and themselves

21 Rice And Shine
A local Malay dessert that
packs a healthy punch

22 Say Cheese!
Make a special
photo frame for
your teacher

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT

AN

mediacorp
Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Senior Editor Ronald Rajan
Assistant Editor \Wanda Tan
Contributing Editor Joyce Lim
Senior Art Director Don Lee
Art Director Samuel Ng
Associate Art Director Rachel Lim
Senior Busi Relationship M: Michele Kho
Contributors Aik Chen, Pamela Quek, Rafidah Razak,
Priyanka Agarwal, Chia Ee Khim, Elisabeth Lee

WELLNESS
Five Ways To Appreciate
Home, Truly
Celebrate National Day
together as a family

MAILBAG

24 We've Got Mail!
Parents share tips to help
children explore and make
sense of the world

FUNTIMES
On The Hunt
Look for these items in
your neighbourhood

ON THE COVER

Photos and illustrations Shutterstock.com
and Gettyimages.com

A Beanstalk clinched the APEX 2019
Award of Excellence in the

APBEX.  One of a Kind Publication

PueudhT (Education & Training) Category!

Some photos in this issue were taken before the Circuit Breaker period, and feature children/adults without masks on.

JUL-SEP l



