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hysical development 
helps lay the groundwork 
for our children’s 
cognitive, language, 

social and emotional development. 
Neuroscience research shows that 
when children engage in physical 
activities, their motivation, memory, 
as well as the ability to focus, 
concentrate and learn improve. 

I believe this is why our 
children are naturally active. They 
are looking for opportunities to 
learn and develop. 

This is one reason why we are 
featuring outdoor learning at this 
year’s Early Childhood Conference 
& Exhibition, which will be themed 
“Beyond the Classroom: Take 
Learning Outdoors”, held on  
13 and 14 September at Suntec City 
Convention & Exhibition Centre. 

Do join us and get practical 
tips on how to take learning 
outdoors and get our children to 
be physically active, using learning 
opportunities in the community. 

There are other opportunities 
for our children to go out and  
be active. 

In support of the Singapore 
Bicentennial, the 5th edition of “Start 
Small Dream Big”, a President’s 
Challenge initiative, was launched 
in April under the theme “Learning 
from Our Past, Dream of Our Future”. 

This year, “Start Small Dream 
Big” aims to inspire our children to 
learn about Singapore’s heritage 
and do their part in building a kind 
and caring society. Around 49,000 
children from 820 centres will be 
participating in various community 

projects. Thank you to all 
teachers and parents for their 
strong support of this movement.

Our early childhood teachers 
play a significant role in shaping 
the lives of our children in the 
early years. Let’s celebrate 
and appreciate their passion, 
dedication and contributions. 
Please join me in wishing all our 
educators a happy Teachers’ Day 
on 6 September!  

Since joining ECDA in 2015, 
I have had the privilege to 
work with our partners to raise 
the quality, affordability and 
accessibility of preschools. It has 
been one of my most satisfying 
journeys both personally and 
professionally. I will be moving to 
the Ministry of the Environment 
and Water Resources, and  
Ms Jamie Ang will helm ECDA as 
Chief Executive from September. 
Like me, she is committed to 
ECDA’s vision of a good start for 
every child. 

In conclusion, let’s continue 
to create opportunities for our 
children to be active, and lay the 
foundation to help them reach 
their full potential. As Maria 
Montessori once said, “Watching 
a child makes it obvious that the 
development of his mind comes 
through his movements.” 

MR EUGENE LEONG
Chief Executive Officer 
Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA)


